HOME  TO  ROOST                               If

had e\er ventured b) daylight He knew the history of each
villager for generations back, for his father had been a man
like himself

That with all his outspokenness he was devious and even
at times a disregarder of the law was undeniable, but in those
days a man had to walk both warily and craftily, and where
he is denied what he esteems and feels his rights, he will take
them by his own means, and in spite of die laws of those whom
he regards as privileged He was a man, too, of welling and
impatient energy, ingeniously inventive in mind and yet
curiously attracted by the fleeting and even meretricious, so
that he would often waste time over what my mother thought
trifles and trivialities, and the house would be so httered with
bills that she would hide herself to avoid the importunate
calls of those who came, and generally vainly, to collect them

Of my father you will hear more, but there he must be left,
for it is high time we took a closer look at Breckland

